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The daughter of the late HRH King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, HRH Princess Hayfa Abdullah Al Saud

is among the next wave of young female artists bursting
from the Kingdom. Alef sat down with her ahead of her
solo summer show in New York City.
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figurative painter from Jeddah,
KSA, HRH Princess Hayfa Ab-
dullah Al Saud’s new series of 25
paintings focuses on surrealist representa-
tions of Arabic culture. The imagery often
centers on objects specific to the culture
in which she was raised, and in contrast to
the traditional rendering of Islamic mores
and identity, her approach to capturing her
people utilizes more daring and progressive
content — and dares to reimagine the Arabic
spirit through a lens that is modern, vibrant
and rebellious.

By way of introduction, why don’t you tell us
something about yourself that we can’t get
from a press release biography?

My favorite food is angel hair pasta with
pesto! My favorite city to live in is Jeddah,
while my favorite place to travel to is New
York City. And I love ultramarine blue.

Your work is non-traditional, yet you come
from a traditional society and you place
value in those conventions. How do you rec-
oncile the two in your mind and in your art?
I paint what’s in my mind. There’s a big dif-
ference between society and imagination.
Since I travel extensively, I take parts from >
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“I come from a land of sand
and sun, a kingdom filled
with traditions as old as
time.

For me, I speak through my
paintbrush. And rather than
painting the word I am ‘sup-
posed to see’, I reach into the
depths of my imagination
and I paint what my soul
wants. Though I place great
value on convention, cus-
tom, and propriety. I seek to
recast the world through the
use of rich colors, surrealist
ideas, and metaphor.

My paintings depict the viv-
id world of my imagination.
Influenced by the surrealist
work of Frida Kahlo, my vi-
brant painting series strives
to show the bold, audacious
side of humanity. Whether
Sfeaturing women smoking
hookah, blue haired femme
fatales emerging from spray
bottles, men drooping onto a
palette boardwith paints, my
paintings seek to give inspi-
ration and voice to the hid-
den side of every individual.

T hope that the same freedom
that my paintings give me
will be given to the voiceless
parts of people everywhere
in the world.

As human beings, we are
limited by certain realities
that give us shape and secu-
rity. The mind, however, is
its own place and hasno lim-
its. With the paintbrush in
my hand, no walls can bind
me, no forces can control my
thinking or being. The brush
setsme free.”

HRH PRINCESS HAYFA
ABDULLAH AL SAUD
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every culture I visit. Ilike to integrate what
I see into my work. So even if my immedi-
ate home environment is more traditional,
the places I visit and my imagination are
not. This is what inspires me to paint.

You're part of what some critics and cura-
tors are calling a “new wave” of female Gulf
artists. What would you say are some of the
characteristics of this “new wave?” That is,
how do you see and describe yourself and
other female contemporary artists from the
GCC countries?

I know there’s been an emphasis recently
on the new wave of Gulf artists, but I think
it’s more important to take a look back at
those who have inspired and created these
opportunities for us. There is a rich history
of Gulf painters who have set the stage for

us and made our work possible. Safeya Bin-
zagr, for instance, is a world-famous Saudi
female artist who has been painting in the
Kingdom for over 50 years. Binzagr and
others have created this rich opportunity
for us, and we owe them so much.

Bright and bold colors play a significant role
in your work. Tell us about what certain
colors mean to you.

Turquoise makes me feel relaxed and hap-
py. Yellow islike sunshine or the beginning
of the day. It inspires me to live. Green is
goodness. Red depends- if'it’s bright red it
can be flery and motivating; if it's a dark red
it can signify weakness or be depressing.
Darker colors give me depressive feelings.

You have two solo shows this year, include
an international debut in New York. What
do you want American audiences to take
away from the show?

I want them to be excited by the intensity
and drama of my work. I want them to be
moved by the strong colors choices and to
react to the dramatic pairing of seemingly
unrelated concepts and images. In the true
surrealist style, I want to expand and open
up their way of thinking about themselves
and the world.

Proceeds of your recent show in New York
at the Stellan Holm Gallery went to the non-
profit The Child Mind Institute. Why is that
organization important to you?

The Child Mind Institute does an incred-
ible job researching and bettering the lives
of children with ADHD and other mental
health disorders. I have been so fortunate
in my life to come from an established, and
stable family, but no one in this world is »
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impervious to hardship, as my middle child
was diagnosed with ADHD. Throughout
my own childhood, my parents always em-
phasized the importance and value of giv-
ing to others and providing for the needy
- especially children. Because of this, I will
undoubtedly continue to support this essen-
tial organization.

What'’s next for Hayfa Abdullah?

Businessasusual! Tam working on my MFA.
T'll be pairing with other artists for exhibi-
tions and galleries. Right now I'm just really
taking in the successes of my recent galleries
and learning from feedback and perspectives
of those who experienced them. W
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